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Hospice of the Foothills provides  

compassionate end-of-life support for our 

patients, their families, and the community.
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T hroughout the last year, our 
lives have been turned upside 
down by the pandemic.  Hospice 

of the Foothills has stepped up to the 
challenge; we have adapted and kept our 
focus on providing compassionate whole 
person, end-of-life care to our patients 
and families. Because of the incredible 
generosity of our community, coupled 
with the extraordinary commitment of 
our staff, we have been able to meet each 
patient’s and family’s unique needs. 

In this time of great 
financial uncertainty, 
we are pleased to 
share that Hospice of 
the Foothills never 
charges for the care 
we provide. We are 

able to do this because of the generosity 
of this community.  

If you are interested in helping, here are a 
few suggestions:

• Make a financial gift to help close the 
fundraising gap

• Plant a seed for the future by naming 
HOF in your estate plan 

• Donate an old vehicle through our 
CARS donation program

• Shop/donate at our Gift & Thrift 
stores 

In this challenging time with so many 
unknowns, it is important to know that 
HOF will be here for you and your family 
when the need arises.

Stay well.

With love, 

Viv

Our 2019-2020 fiscal year began 
with Moonlight Magic, a joyful 
celebration of HOF’s 40th year of 

serving Western Nevada County. We were 
“over the moon” with the community’s 
response! 

A few months later, HOF received the 
highest level of national accreditation 
possible from The Joint Commission. We 
are very proud to be the only provider of 
hospice services based in Nevada County 

to receive this award.

Since March, we have 
been living with the 
impact of  COVID-19 
on every aspect of 
our professional 
and personal lives. 
However, the 

hundreds of patients and families we 
serve on an annual basis continue to need 
our help. Now, with the skyrocketing cost 
of medical equipment, we need your help 
more than ever!

At a time when many organizations are 
seeking your support, we ask you keep 
Hospice of the Foothills in your hearts 
and continue to support our mission. 

On behalf of our patients and families,  
we are incredibly grateful!

Sally

2019-2020 HOF  
Board of Directors
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Bill Drown made our community 
a much better place and he made 
those who knew him better people, 

simply by the example that he set.

Bill founded the Nevada County Law 
and Fire Enforcement Council in 1999. 
He also served on more than two-dozen 
nonprofit boards, and volunteered 
thousands of hours with the Grass Valley 
Police Department. Bill and his wife Susan 
received many awards for their service to 
our community. Bill was unstoppable—
then he received his cancer diagnosis in 
November of 2019.

According to Susan, his wife of 42 years, 
“The morning of November 11, Bill and 
I attended a presentation from Hospice 
of the Foothills at our Rotary Club. That 
evening, Bill’s doctor called with results 
of a recent exam—Bill had Stage 4 
esophageal cancer. He was told that any 
treatments would only prolong his life 
by about a month. Bill decided that he’d 
rather spend that time with family and 
friends and help others for as long as he 
could.” They decided to call Hospice of the 
Foothills to get support as they faced his 
illness together.

“Bill never wanted to talk about 
death, but after his diagnosis, his 
attitude changed,” said Susan. “He 
wanted to talk about it, to make 
sure everything was in order.”

Susan shared that the support 
they received from Hospice of 
the Foothills was amazing. “Bill’s 
needs were met, but so were 
mine, by the caring staff who 
understood what we were going 
through every step of the way.” 

They were able to experience the 
full range of services provided: the medical team, social workers, 
hospice aides, respite volunteers and spiritual care. “Having this 
support was awesome. Knowing what to expect along the way 
helped get us through this,” added Susan.

Bill was able to continue living 
his best life; visiting friends and 
continuing his volunteer work until 
the end. 

Bill was determined not to die on  
March 24, Susan’s birthday. Just  
three days later, he slipped into 
a coma and took his final breath. 
Hospice continues to be there to 
support Susan and her family as  
they adjust to life without Bill. 

The Tuesday following his death, Susan’s 
doorbell rang. It was Grass Valley Florist 
with a beautiful bouquet of flowers that  
Bill had arranged to have delivered to 
Susan after his death with a message  
of love. 

That’s the kind of man  
Bill Drown was.
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Living His Best Life

“Bill’s needs were met, but so 
were mine, by the caring staff who 
understood what we were going 
through every step of the way.” 

—Susan Drown

Bill at the  
MEB2 Turkey Trot



Our inaugural Moonlight Magic event on 
September 13, 2019 beautifully celebrated 
Hospice of the Foothills’ 40th Anniversary. 

We are grateful for our guests, sponsors and 
donors for their heartwarming generosity. 

The money raised that evening has allowed us to 
continue providing exemplary care to our end-of-
life patients and their families. Because of your 
support, we never have to bill our patients or 
families for hospice services they receive.

T HANK YOU to our sponsors!

T HANK YOU
to all who attended, 
raised your paddle, 
purchased auction 
items, & celebrated  

our joy!
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Hospice of the Foothills is pleased to recognize our 2019 donors to  
Circle of Care, our premier stewardship & donor recognition program.

Caring Benefactors ($5,000+)

Julia Amaral & Mark Strate
Charitable Adult Rides &  
     Services, Inc.
Dr. Denis Drew & Dr. Barbara Drew
Estate of George and Helen Conrey
Charles S. Fowler
Rita Glascock
Leo & Gayle Granucci
Richard Kalb
Lynn & Camille Kerby
Gladys Martines
Elton & Audrey Myers Family Trust
Stephen & Hazel Myers
Richard C. Phillips
Romal LP / Helcon Trust
Estate of William and Janet Roach
Robert & Denise Stein
United Auburn Indian Community  
    of the Auburn Rancheria
Marilyn Whelan
Timothy & Susan Wilson
Charles & Elizabeth Zavitz

Caring Providers  ($3,000+)

Lance & Linda Amaral
Sandra A. Blake
Lonn & Dianne Fisher
Mike Laughlin
Sam & Adele Mills
PG&E Matching Gifts
Shirley Reedy
Robinson Enterprises, Inc.
Phil Ruble & Mimi Simmons
Frank & Vida Santos 

Caring Sustainers  ($1,200+)

Dee J. Albaugh
Daniel & Ruth Brown
Chevron Humankind
John & Laurel Coltart
David E. Couch
Stephen & Martha Dasovic
Donald Desart
Dignity Health
Dennis Fournier & Charles Grande
Sally A. Gallagher
Judson Gears
Dr. Gary M. Glaze
Katherine Goodwin &  
     Nicholas Mesic
Grass Valley, a Belden Brand

Hattie, Harley &  
     Anna Robinson Foundation
Paula A. Heath
Charles A. Horel
Horizon Oxygen
InConcert Sierra
Thomas & Kimberly Janousek
Larry & Cathy Jostes
Dieter F. J. Juli
Marji Kerhart
Kim Sayre Photography
Thomas & Catherine Larkin
Jeff Leiter 
Herbert & Mary Lindberg
Charles A. Lindquist
Charles & Teri Maier
Larry & Pamela Meek
Col. Larry & Ann Minnich
Cliff Newell
Alice Overby
Andy & Mary Owens
Michael J. Robinson 
Timothy & Rebecca Robinson
Troy & Regina Sidebottom
Southwest Airlines
SPD Market, Inc.
Jim & Mary Stradinger
Michael & Vivian Tipton

Caring Supporters ($500+)

Bob & Sharon Altieri 
Aperio IT
Denyse Ashlock
Nancy August
Rik Augustine
Catherine Ayers /  Agilent  
    Technologies
B & C ACE Home Center
Thomas Banwell
Caroline K. Barber
Marshall & Janet Barnes
Sheryl L. Bartolucci
Jerome A. Benthin
Bill’s Chuckwagon Barbeque Catering
Judy A. Boom
Briar Patch Food Co-op
Floyd R. Brock
George Bryant
Michael & Debbie Burr
Michael & Dawn Caston
Julie Chiarelli
Rudy & Barbara Cisar
Mike & Vanessa Colomb
Daniel & Linda Cox
Casey Coyes

Clarke & Susan Crawford
James T. Crosswhite
DC Solar Electric Inc.
Gregory Demeter
G. Michael & Jacqueline Dent
Bruce & Kay Dillon
Patricia Donnelly
Dr. Brian & Jennifer Evans
David Evans
Michael C. Fairbrother
Gregory & Susan Fassler
Lynn Fassler
Michael Fondiller & Janis Linfield
Foothill Flowers
Scott & Valerie Fowler
David Franco
Ralph Franklin
Mark & Sara Freitas
Desmond V. Gallagher
Carl & Colleen Godfrey
Gold Country Celtic Society
Mary Good / Good & Company  
    Realty
Anna Greco & Michael Pugh
Grizzly Ranch Golf Club
Sharlene Hack & Michael Marvin
Douglas & Deborah Hake
Chris & Doris Heisler
Julie Holmes
Donald R. Howery
Kenneth & Mary Ellen Jacobs
Matt & Jennifer Johnston
Paula Kendall
Kenton Ventures LLC
Knights of Columbus #1875
Knights of Columbus Assembly 2623
Robert & Judith Koenitzer
Royce & Audrey Krieger
Dr. Rene’ & Wallace Kronland
La Jolla Beach & Tennis Club
Eva J. Lamm-Ruben
Susan Lapin & Kenneth Ward
Dr. Bruce & Leslie Lattyak
Nancy S. Laubenheimer
Len Stevens Construction, Inc.
Charle Lennon
Valerie Logsdon
Patrick & Janelle Loschke
H. M. Lovelady, Jr.
Reid Luhman
George & Dale Maier
Marsh & McLennan Insurance  
    Agency LLC
Amanda McCullough
John & Virginia McGee
Carolyn Medlock

Circle of Care listing from January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019.  

Circle of Care Donors Dedicated to  
Compassionate Care

Cynthia Meilicke
Dick & Ann Mentzer 
Marilyn P. Miller
Dr. W. Brad & Margaret Miller
NetSmart
Northrop Grumman
Richard & Deborah Oehmcke
Reverend Karyn & Robert Packard
Cynthia Pargett
Peace Lutheran Church
Micah Pinney
Debra Plass
ProCare HospiceCare
Robert & Janice Pucci
Linda G. Rasmussen 
David & Joanne Remillard
John & Robin Reves
Beverly J. Riddle
Riebes Automotive Supply, Inc.
River Valley Community Bank
Diane S. Robertson
Dr. Jeffrey & Jeanette Rosenburg
Steven & Melynda Ruckels
Bill & Judith Seiler
Raymond & Cathy Shepherd
Sierra Gold Insurance Services, Inc.
Sierra Health Foundation
Sierra Presbyterian Church
Sinbads Norcal Motorcycle Club
Shirley L. Smith
Richard K. Snow II
Guy & Catherine Sotomayor
Michael Straight & Nora Thurmond
Telestream, Inc.
James & Diane Timko
Tri Counties Bank
Darrell Trimble
Trinity Episcopal Church
Janice A. Turner
Gary & Carolyn Twing
Unitarian Universalist Community  
    of the Mountains Church
United Way Of Nevada County
Edward & Kay Walker
Richard & Beverly Werntz
Billy I. Whorton
Curtis D. Williams
Kathleen Willis
Wilmor & Sons Plumbing  
    & Construction
Howard & Barbara Wilson
Debe Wilson
Diane Wilson
Howard & Barbara Wilson
Karen B. Wood
John & Janna Woodford
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FRIENDS OF HOSPICE AUXILIARY EVENTS 

RAISED $137,498 (gross)

350 VOLUNTEERS GAVE  

28,677 HOURS IN 2019

WE PROVIDED COMPASSIONATE CARE TO  

492
PATIENTS & THEIR FAMILIES

100%
OF FAMILIES WOULD RECOMMEND  

HOSPICE OF THE FOOTHILLS* 

GIFT & THRIFT STORES RAISED  

$1,099,780 (gross)

1,459 DONORS  

GAVE $515,013

“Thank you and your loving team;we  
could not have wished for better care.” 

“Because of you,my husband’s death was 
peaceful and beautiful. Thank you.”

“I really was not aware of  
all you do—now I know!”

“Each and every one of you had such 
tenderness with our loved one.”

“I don’t know how you do it. It must be  
a gift that is rooted deeply inside you.”

“You are such special people— 
exceptional in every way!”

In early 2020, Hospice of the Foothills underwent a rigorous on-site assessment by The Joint  
Commission. Accreditation validates the merits of the organization, as well as compliance with 
industry standards. Achieving a ‘deemed status’ survey is the ultimate level of distinction. 

You have a choice of which hospice agency you would like to care for you or your loved one, and it is helpful to be 
able to base your decision on which agency has the highest quality scores and best reputation for care. 

The Joint Commission’s gold seal reflects Hospice of the Foothills’ commitment to excellence. 

Hospice Of The Foothills Earns  
Deemed Status Accreditation

*Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers & Systems (CAHPS) Survey



Dame Cicely  
Saunders

2020 Dame Cicely Saunders Awards
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For most people, the name Dame Cicely Saunders does not evoke an image or story, but for 
those involved with hospice care, she was the pioneer of the modern hospice 
movement. Her compassion for the terminally ill inspired her to become a 

nurse, social worker, and finally, a physician. It was her life’s work to ensure the best 
possible care and comfort was available for the most fragile among us. 

The Dame Cicely awards are presented annually to those in our community who 
epitomize this same commitment for exemplary care.   

We were delighted to honor the following for their support of our mission:

T HE ROBIN SON FAMILY

SAR I T RUNK , RN,  HOSPICE 
OF T HE FOOT HILL S TRIAGE NUR SE

HOR IZON DUR ABLE MEDIC AL  
EQUIPMEN T COMPANY

Please Remember… 
H O S P I C E  O F  T H E  F O O T H I L L S  I N  Y O U R  E S TA T E

Remembering Hospice of the Foothills in your estate through a tax-advantaged or deferred gift is one of the most 
meaningful ways you can ensure compassionate end-of-life care will continue to be available in our community for 
generations to come. Consult your financial advisor or attorney to make the most of your bequest.
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Friends of Hospice bear cubs lovingly await their new home.

The Hospice ‘Caring’ Bear was born in 1993 by  
our Friends of Hospice auxiliary. These adorable  
stuffed bears are made-by-hand with love, and 

offered to each patient to provide comfort through their 
end-of-life journey.  

When Maxine Cozby, (age 102) became a HOF patient, 
her nurse delivered a bear on the first visit. According 
to her daughter, “This bear was so special to my mother. 
She cuddled with it, talked to it, and always wanted it 
near her. It gave her so much comfort and peace.”

“Everyone from Hospice of the Foothills who interacted 
with mom and me were wonderful. The whole 
organization is so special,” added Maxine’s daughter.

Maxine passed on April 13—with her bear right  
beside her. “That bear was so special to mom that she 
was buried with it in her arms.” 

Our Friends of Hospice members have given life to 
approximately 5,500 of these adorable companions who 
bring joy to our patients’ lives. 

Bears that Care

For more information about  
F R I E N D S  O F  H O S P I C E  

please call 274-5121.


